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Acts xi. 23, 24. 


ho when be came, and had ſeen the Grace of 
GOD, was Glad, and Exhorted them all, 
that with purpoſe of heart they would cleave 
unto the LORD: For he was a Good Man, 
| and full of the HOLY GHOST, and of Faith; 
| and much People were added unto the LORD. 
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HAUTE 
To the READER 


T 15 one great Inftance & Evidence of GOD's 
Kindueſs to humane Natare, that He has (a- 
A grea le to that Rate of Dependance on one an- 
other, which our Make & Circumftances, naturally 
caſts us into) appointed multitarious Offices & Re- 
lations among Men, for the greater and more ex- 
tepſive Good of the whole Species. And as this 
End is by no Office in the World, more eminently 
ſerv'd, than it is by the Gofpel Miniſtry, this, may 
at once, give us ſome view of the divine Compaſſion 
to Mankind, and both recommend and endear unto 
em, that Order of M:n, who are appointed on pur- 
pole for the care of their Souls : which, may very 
juſtly be an Argument with ail, whoſe Eyes behold 
the:r Teachers, to welcome them with the like ele- 
vation of Spirit and Language, which is expreſt in 
Rom. x. 15. —— How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad ti- 
dings of good things |! 55 
And ſince they do bear the viſible Image & Cha - 
racter of Our LORD JESUS CHRIST, ( who was 
anointe to preach the Goſpel to the Poor, & Delive- 
rance to the Captives) in their being His authorized 
Repreſentatives and Ambaſſadors, (ent to proclaim 
His Terms of Peace, to heſeech Sinners in his ſtead, 
to be reconcild to GOD. & accept of Deliverance ; 
How fitting is it, that they be receiv'd aud enter- 
tain'd according to the glorious deſign of their /a- 
red Office and Employment ? Alſo, that they be 
bot h in their Miniftr, & Life beautiful in the Eyes 
of God and Man. And furely, there is no one 
Qualification, which can render them more ſo, than 
that whichis the Ornament and Glory of aur Na- 
twe, ( viz. ) an undiſſembl'd and eff: tual Piercy, 
which is muſt becoming a Minifer of CH&IST, and 
as neceſſary te render him a good one. 
„„ Acc 


To the READER. 


Accordingly when our Reverend Author on a Tate 
ſolemn Occaſion, enter*d upon the Deſcription of a 
Good Minifter of PTESUS CHRIST, it was a peculiar 
Pleaſure to us to hear him begin with this main 
ftroke in his Character, which being a firft- rate qua- 
lification, does juftly challenge our firft tho't & re- 
gard ; either, when we would form a true Concep- 
tion of, or, take on us the Character of /uch an one. 

Now, as in the following Sermon, you will ſee 
his Character is well drawn 1n all the Parts of it, 
with lively Colours, & all ſer in a proper Situation 
& due Light, to give one the juft Idea of what is in- 
tended by the entire draugbt; fo, I doubt not but the 
Author's very method of proceeding herein, will 
afford you the ſame Pleaſure, as it did thoſe who 
were preſent at the firft Exhibition of it, and, for 

thoſe that heard him, I may ſay with equal Truth 

and Innocence, that our Ears were ſoon & ſweetly 
chain'd ta his Lips, &as the Preacher went on, our 
Pleaſure roſe, & chiefly from the profic, we imagin'd 
ourſelves to be receiving; And, I can't but think, 
that as you read, Durs will de fo too, for the ſame 
Reaſon, If the importance & weightineſs ef. the 
Subject, propriety of the Matter, cloſe connection 
of the Parts, unaffected El:quence and eaſineſs of 
Style, together with the Ingenuity & ſtrain of Piety, 
diſcovered in the whole Compoſure, do carry any 
Recommendation with them, ſuiely 25 Sermon will 
not fail of your acceptance and entertainment, 

Herein, you will find him beginning with the one 
thing needful, eminently needful in a good Miniſter, 
C viz ) that he be fincerely a good Man, which is 
ſo clearly & movingly argued, that one wou's ſcarce- 
ly dare to enter into the Miniſtry, without ſome 
comfortable Evidence of his true Piety —. And 
then youll obſerve him proceeding with much care 
and art to draw the reft of his lovely Character; 
therein placing chat Excellent Knowlege & _— 
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| To the READER. 
fill te improve — thoſe high & holy views, which 


muſt govern in the Undertaking, and that Fidelity 


in all the parts of the Service, that Courage & Pru- 
dence to be diſplayed and blended on all Occaſions, 
that conſtant Prayerfulneſs, Dependance on GOD, 
for His Influence and Bleſſing, and Thankfulneſs to 


Fim for all Succeſs given, which juftly goin, ta 


finiſh the Character ef an accompliſh'd Minifter of 
JESUS CHRIST=—. By all which it appears to 


| be no ſmall matter to acquire the needful Furniture 


of a good Miniſter, nor an eaſy thing to perform 
the great & extenfive Work belonging to his Office; 


and the excelling Apoſtle himſelf has ſaid, Who ws 


ſufficient for theſe things ? and that not from a de- 
jected Spirit and diſcourag'd Frame; for, at that 
time when he breaks out in this ſelf-empty ing 
Language, he was elevated into a proper Frame to 
Triumph in CHRIST, and thank GOD for accep- 
tance and Succeſs in His Service — , It is. good 
often to think and realize it, that all our Sufficiency 
z of GOD, for the more we live upen GOD, the 
more Wark ſhall we do for Him ; andall,the more 


| humbly and chearfully. Above all men, it both 


concerns and becomes Miniſters to live by Faith, 
which will not fail ro have a good Inflaence into 
all their Work, as well as to brighten all their 
Qualifications for it——. And Oh how awful, that 
any who ſuftain the Character of ſuch, ſnou'd thro? 
ignorance of themſelves, and want of experience in 
the things of GOD, prove bur unſkilful & untajth- 
ful in their Work, & ſo fink below the great Ends 
of their Miniftry, neither be uſeful in this, nor hap- 
py in the World to come! | 7 
While the following Diſcourſe is adapted for ge- 
nera) uſe to all, I wiſh it may have a ſpecial Im- 
provement by the Minifters, & be receiv'd by them 
as a faithful Remembrancer of their Duty & Danger, 
it was (I'm ſue ) very agreable to us, that the 
; | Reverend 


To the READER. 


Reverend Author was perſwaded ſo far into thedoun- 
tiy to oblige his friend, and ſerve the common In- 
te reſt of CHRIST, whereby we had ſuch a ſpecimen 
and taſte of his excellent Gitts; and if there hadn't 
been ſuch a Motive from ſpecial Friendſbip to have led 
t he way to his Invitation the knou lege of his par- 
ticular Genius for ſuch aService might have been ſuf. 
ficient hereuntn. And I can't but hope the Good 
which has been, & may be done hereby, will abundantly 
anſwer all his coſt & pains in the performing it. 

And now the Readineſs wherewith we teftify our 
Efteem of and Joy in his Labors among us, is equal 
to the Expectaticns wherewith we came to ſeceive 
them. But I'm ſorry the Introduction hereof is no 
more agieable to the Performance, & nothing cou'd 
have perſwaded me to have undertaken it, but rhe 
urgent deſire of the Author, and the ſenſe of Gra- 
tituce due to him for his Service among us; 

May this Sermon which was ſo particularly de- 
ſign'd for, and directed to our Worthy Brother, be a 
conſtant direction & help to him in the courſe of his 

Life and Miniftry ; and the People over which he 
is made an over/eer find him indeed a good Miniſter 
of FESUS CHRIST. & then Bereavement in theDeath 
ot their former Paſter. the Reverend Mr. Ebenezer 
Ruſſel, | abundantly made up in this his Servant, 
wh GO D continue long a rich Bleſſing unto 'em. 

Aud may the Author of this excellent Diſcourſe, 
yer continue] ng in the Houſe of GOD, a burning 
and ſhin ing Light, be abundantly Bleſſed, & more and 
more priz d in his more particular ſphere of Labors 
at Hume, and yet grow in his extenſive Uſefulneſs 
Abioad ; and may the good Fruits of this as well as 
other his Services, yield him much Comfort in this 
Wold, and alſo be found a notable article at laft 
amung his goud Deeds ; and add 2 weight to his 
Crown of Glory in the World of Recompenſe. 
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yard of theſe things, thou ſhalt be a Good 
Minifter of Jeſus Chris} . 


his Hough the Apoſtle Paul had not 
he been prepar'd for the Miniftry 
as the reſt of the Apoſtles were, 
who perſonally convers'd with 
nt, our Saviour, heard him Preach, and received 
em. Inſtru&ions from His own Mouth how they 
ſhould behave themſelves, and in what me- 
and thod they muſt proceed when they went 
Dors forth to Preach the Goſpel (for he was not 
eſs ¶ called to be an Apoſtle till atter Chriſt's Aſ- 
cenſion, when no ſuch Advantages were to 
laſt be expected, which made him ftile him ſelf 
his an abortive, or one born out of due time, 1 Cor, 
xv. 8.) Yet being ina ſudden and extraor. 


N. B 
d. 3 dinary 


d thru put the brethren in remembrance 


2 A SERMON 


d'narv manrer Corverted, & furniſhed with 
ge c Gif's and Graces, ard having his holy 
heart in fi md „i h heavenly zeal, and filyd 
with earneti deſites atrer the happirels and 
eve-lafting welfare of precious Souis, he 
vigorouſly ſet himſelt ro win over per iſhing 
finners to CHRIST, Preaching the word in 
ſealon, and out of ſeaſon; teaching perſons 
both publickly, and from houſe to houſe, and 
warning every one within his reach night 
and day with ears : And in a word, per- 
farming all the Duties of the Minifterial 
Office, with ſo much diligence, application 
and taithtulneſs, that he not only equal'd, 
but went far bevond the reſt of the Apoſiles, 
labouring more abundantly than they all, 1 Cor. 
xv. 0 1 

The Book of the Act, of the Apoſtles, which 


is chief taken up in giving an account of 


the l ours and travels of this A poſtle, in- 
forms vs of the ſpreading the Goſpel thro? 
many Countries and Provinces, among Bare 
barous as dell as Cavilized People: And che 
Churc! es which be planted in thoſe Places 
be aft vard viſited, watering the Seed 
wh:ch te had ſown, and further building 
them up :n the molt holy faith. And beſides 
al} i his, e wrote conſiderable ; many ex- 
1 | — — 


+ Acts xx. 20, 31. 
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ellent Eyiſtles, full of heavenly Doctrine, 
holy Iaſtructions, and the moſt engaging 
powerful Motives to a Goud life in general, 
and to the conſcientious and feady pradt e 
Jof all the {2 particular Duties which are re- 
quite of betſons in their ſeveral ranks and 
ftations- Some of tee are directed to 
Churches, others to particular Perſons ; as one 
to Tirus, another to Philemon, and two to 


A a Naa Rs 


written in the ſane Order that | have men- 
al tion'd them, except the fr ff to Timothy, which 
n u wrote the firſt of the four, aud ſæveral 
d, years before the Apoſtle's ſecond Epiſtle to 
him, which is tho't to be the laſt he wrote. 

Timothy was a perſon tor whom this great 
Apoſtle had an extraordinary kindueſs and 
dear love. He had been the Inftrument of 
his Converſion, as ſome think; tho? others, 
with far greater probability, ſuppoſe that 


Jz-/le when he took him into his acquaint- 
ance more thoroughly inſtructed him in the 
Ciriftian Faich, building upon the good 
Foundation which had been lay'd in the 
vertuous Education his gedly Mother and 
Grand- Mother gave him. He was a very in- 
penuous Young Man, an excellent Miniſter, 


mn} | B 2 11 


Timothy; whick are ſuppoſed to have been 


he was converted before, and that the A= 


aid the Apoſlle's Aſſiſtant in many Places 
where he Preach'd, always ſerving with im | 


1 SERMON 


in the Goſpel, as a Son with 4 Father, | This | 
renowned Apo#le, as was ſaid before, had 


planted Churches in many places where he 
had preached, and among the reſt one at 
Epheſus the Metropolis of the leſſer Aſia, 
afterward one of the famous Sever to whom 
St. John wrote an Epiſtle, Rev 11.1, And 


here Timothy was when the Epiſtle from 
whence | have taken my Text was written; 


in which the Apeſtle inſtructs him in the ſe- 
veral Duties belonging to his Office, and how 


he ought to behave himſelf in the Houſe of GO D, 
which & the Church of the living GOD, the pils 


lar and ground of the Truth, 1 Tim. iii. 15. 
Auſtin ſays, that thoſe who deſiyn to ſerve the 
Church, oughs always to have before them the 
two Fpiſtles to Timothy, with that to Titus, 
which all teach how the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
are to behave themſelves. 

The parts of this Epiſtle (ene obſzrves |) 
are anſwerable to the eminent Paris and 
Gifis of the Author, who wos both an A- 
Poſtie, a Propher, and a Paſtor of the 
Church ”. In the beginning of the Chapter 
before us he ads the part of a Prophet, 
forelelling the woful Apoſtacy of ſome in 
the latter days. who would make ſhip-wreck 
of faith, and embrace damnable Doctrines, 
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At an Ordination. 5 
er. T, 2, 2. Now the Spirit ſpealeth expreſly, 
hat in the latter times ſome ſhall depart from 
the faith, giving beed to ſeducing ſpirits, and 
dotrines of devils : Speaking les in hypocrsſie, ze 
aving iheir conſcience ſeared with an hot iron: 
WForbidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain 


nd from ea! 1, &c. This te acquaints Timothy 
om wich, that be might frewarn the Church 
n; Pot it, and vie his beſt endeavours to engage 
ſe- Wall under his Care to continue fed faſt in the 
Low Faith, and not at anv time to lien to fal ſe 


ET] eaciers, and imbibe their dangerous aud 
e ſtructive Principles. And then upon the 
whole, he aſſures him for his encouragement, 
that it he were careful of his Duty, & made 
it his buſineſs as the c ſhov]d be occaſion, to 
inculcate upon his 'eople the things which 
he had laid before him, he would thereby 
zpprove himſelf to CHRIST, and give a 
onvincing evidence of his eing a fajthiul 
Jiniſter: If rhow pur the brethren in remem- 
rance of theſe things, thou ſhalt be 4 Good Alt 


niſt er of Jeſus Coriſt. 
In which Were e e 
1. Here's Timothy's Duty ſuggeſted. 


2. Here's the happy Character declared, 
hich he would intitle himſelt to by faith- 
ully performing it. 1. Here's 
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1. Here's Timothy's Duty ſugęe“e l. He heir 1 
maſt be a remembrancer to thoſe under his Nate fu 


Care; I thou put the brethren in remembranc: 
of theſe things ;, intimaring, that te Hught to 
do it, twas what his Offi a more pe- uliarly 
ot] g-4 him to, But What Wee rhe things ” reme 
tha: he muſt put the in remernbrance of 4 200 
The Apoſtle indeed feems to point him more Timothy 
di ectly to he he had juft before ſaid cans ifer be 
ceining the Ap ſtacv of ſome in the latter ant of 
days, and the crupt and mijichievous Doce ih cor. i 
tri e which ſelucing Teachers would ad- LORD + 
vance and endeavour ro propagate ; But WORD a 
tho' theſe were material things, and well ho that 
de ſerv'd to be parcicnlarly recommended tofkere ca 
the actentive conſi eration of the V rethren, rance of 
that they mia ht guard themſelves accords ſhout, he 
ivgly, and leave it as a charge upon thoſe HR“ T. 
that thould come after them to exerciſe the ſhrntly ſo 
ſarce Care; yet his Duty was not fo Con- iotive a 
fi ed and limited, as that the putting them ix fo put hi 
remembrance only of theſe things compis-· I the gif 
berge] the whole of it, and nothing mo:@ſofle ſpe 
was expuittel from him; there were other ſho conſic 
things mentioned by the Apoſtle in the pre-fendenc; 
ceeding Chapters that they needed to be roldÞupage | 
of, and which Ii mot hy was equal'y obliged erformi 
to in: ulcate upon them; yea, be moſt de- his. 

clare all the counſel of G00, and inſtruct the] Bat th 
People of his Charge in the whoie _ offite Wor 
| : | theilt 8 
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2 Their Duty, if he would be faithful, and 
make full proof of his Miniſtry. N 


aithtul in his Office: If thow put the brethren 
n remembrance of theſe thing:, thou ſhalt be 
GOOD MINISTER OF FESUS CHRIST. 


iſter before, and the Apoſtle was not igno⸗ 
ant of it, for he declares concerning him, 
Cor. iv. 17. that he was faithful in the 
LORD: and that he worked the work of the 
LORD as he himſelf did, chap xvi. ver. 10. 
zo that when ke here tells him, chat if he 


France of the things which he wrote to him a- 
out, he ſhould be a Good Minifter of FESUS 
RIOT, he means that he would be emi- 
ently ſo; * Tis therefore ſpoken by way of 
{1t;ve and Encouragement, and with defign 
o put him in remembrance, that he might ſtir 
p the gift of GOD which was in him, as the A- 
oſtle ſpeaks, 2 Tim. i. 6 For he knew of 
o confideration that would have a gte ter 
endency, or more powertu! influence, to 
gage him vigorouſly to exert himſelf in 
1 the Duties of his Office than 
1 


the] But the Doctrine t hat I ſhall obſerve from 
le of be Words, is this, vis, 
a - 5 DOCT- 


2. Here's the happy Character declared, 
hich he would intitle him ſelf to by being 


Timothy had acquitted himſelf well as a Mi- 


vere careful to par the brethren in remem- 
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That ti the Duty, and ſhould be the great En: 
deavour of thoſe who undertake the Paltoral 


Office, to 3 themſelves Good Miniſters 


of FESUS CHRIST. 


I ſhall not now takg vp the time in proving 
to you that GOD has «ppointed an Order of 
Men in his Church, whole Office and pecu- 


liar Buſineſs it is to watch for Soul:, to teach 


men hat is neceſſary for them co A be; 
lie ve, and do, in order to their being forever 
happy in another World. This is a Point 
ſet in ſo clear a light in the Holy Scriprure, 
and ſo generally acknowleged, that I ſhall 
take it tor a Truth that none will difpure, 
who own the Scripture to be the only Rule of 
Faith and Practice Nor ſhall I particularly 
ſlow, what Ohligatien lies upon thoſe of the 
Sacred Function, both in point of Duty and 
Intereſt, to be faithful in diſcharging the 
great Truft repoſed in them. They have a 
weiphty Charge committed to them, and a 
ri& Account ſhortly to give how they be- 
hav'd in their Office and perform'd the 
Duties of it, and if it then be found that 
any ot e Soul has periſhed thro' their reg 
le, the blood of that Soul will be requirec 
at the Warchmar' hand; And it ſuch con 
ſidera tion 
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ſiderations as theſe will not engage us to tale 
heed to aur Aimftry and fulfal it, none will, 


for greater and more pungent Motives can- 


not be tho't of. 


But what I have in view, and ſhall now 


Eſſay, is to give the Character of a Good Mini- 
fer. And this undertaking will neceſſarily 
lead me to conſider the moſt material things 
contained in the Text and Doctrine, and to 
ſpeak particularly of what is there wrapt up 


In general Terms, namely, Ot the Qualifica- 
tions of a Miniſter; the Parts and Duties of 


bs Office, and his Fidelity and Diligence in diſ= 
charging the ſame. Not that 1 intend to 
Diſcourſe on theſe ſeveral Heads ( fo pros 
per to be conſider d on the preſent ſolemn oc- 


caſon ) in the order that I have mention'd 


them, but promiſcuoufly, or diſperſedly; en- 
deavouring, as I go along in giving the Cha- 
rater of a Good Miniſter, to draw in what is 
comprehended or implyed in them, where 
it will fall in moft naturally to be taken no- 


tice of. But the bounds of 4 ſingle Sermon, 


you are ſenſible, will not allow me todo 
more than only to touch upon ſome of the 
main ſtrokes in it; ſeveral things requifite 
to make the Draught compleat muft be paſt 
over, becauſe the ſtreights of time will not 
ſuffer me to name, much leſs to inſiſt par- 


ticularly upon chem. 5 
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And now where ſhal | begin ? What Par- 
ticolar of the Compreheuſive Character of a 
Good Miniſter ſhall I firſt rake into Coi ſide- 
ration? Let us determine to begin with that 
wich is the One thing neceſſary, and which of 
all men, thoſe who are PreaChers of the 
Goſpel ought io excel in. 


1. Then, the Good Miniſter muſſ be a man 

of true Piety. tn 1 85 
The Efficacy & Succeſs of Preaching, de- 
pends intitely upon the Divine Bleſſing when 
Paul planted and Apollos watered, it was God 
ave the Increaſe, 1 Cor. iii. 6 But now. © the 
admirable & ſecret Grace of the Holy pirit 
is nat uſually concomitant with the Minitiry 
o! :hole, who grieve Him. & quench Him in 
\ theinſelves ”. A Preacher caunot go on with 
delight and pleaſure in his work, nor has he 
any reaſon to expect that he ſhall] be Suc- 
ceſsful in it, who knows he only acts a Part, 
and is co: ſuch a one Pimfſelf as he would 
ſeem to perſwade others to be. His Con- 
{ſcience will often ſecretly chaſlenge him for 
his wretched Hypocriſie, and force him ſome- 
times to make a pungent Ap plication ct thoſe 
words to himſelt, Cant. 1.6 They made me the 
Keeper of the Vineyards, but mine 6wn Vineyard 
have I not kepr, He that negle&s his own Soul, 
ie hof Jike to eK much care of the Souls of 
Others. God ieidom does much by ſuch a 
Miaiſt er; 
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Miniſter 3 The Church will be but little the 
be:ter for his Labours, A Preacher that has 
no Experimental knowlege of the Truths he 
delivers, ſeldom much affe&s others, nor can 
h- upon an good Grounds expett to be ac- 
cepted of Gd 11 his work; © He ſecs and 
requires the Heart, without which neither 
the Head nor the Tongue of a Miaiſter, cho 


his Speculitions are ſublime, and his Words 


dr ps of Gold, are of any value“. Thoſe 
therefore who undertike the Paſtoral Care, 
muſt, if they would effectually promote rhe 
great Ends of the Goſpel Miniſtry, b: men 
of Vertue and true Goodneſs, is ſaid of 
Barnabas, that he was a good man, and full of 
the Holy Ghoſt, & of Faith, Act xi. 24, And 
accordingly he proved a Succeſstul Preacher, 
90 it follows in the ſame Verſe, And much 
People were added unto the Lord. The Apoſtle 
ſpeaking of a Biſhop's Qualifica- ions, ment iaus 
enis for one, that he muſt be Holy, Ti tus i 8, 
Holineſs becomes God's Houſe for ever, Pſ. xciii. 
#'t, Thoſe therefore who are Offcers in his 
Houſe ſhould be Holy; they ought to be gaod 
men, of blameleſs Lives, and real'y ſuch as 
they Exhort and Urge Others to be. Not 
that 'tis expected Mini ers ſhould be Perfect, 
and free from every failing; for they are men 
of like Paſſions with others, Act. xiv, 15. 4: the 
Lap made men even which had infir mi- 
922 hs 
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ties Heb. vii. 28. So under the Goſpel-Dif- 
penſation, they who miniſter about holy things, 
and have the Charge of the Souls of Others 
committed to them, have their Infir mities as 
well as other men : Yet being in ſo Eminent 
a Station in the Church, tis juſtly expected 
they ſhould proportionably excel in the Ver- 
tues of a good Life. Tis required of Mi- 
niſters that they be Examples to believers, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
faith, in purity, 1 Tim. iv. r2. Certainly then, 
they ſhould be good Men, truly Religious, 
and Holy in al manner of Converſation. And 
if they be not ſo, there are none in the world 
that have reaſon to expect a more dreadful 
Doom, than will be paſs'd upon them in the 
Great Pay. Then the Graceleſs Minifter 


that warned cthers to beware of the Place of 


zorments, ſhall be adjudged to go thither Him- 
ſelf, & have the hotteſt place in Hell aſſigu'd 
him, as being amongſt the number of the 
worlt of Sinners *. 


2. A conſiderable degree of Knowlege is 
requiſite to make a Good Miniſter, 
Thoſe whoſe Office it is to Inſtruct others 
had need be well taught themfelves. Our 


* The vileſt ef Creatures is a Wicked man, the 
vileſt af Men is a wicked Chriſtian, and the vileſt 
of them a wicked Miniſter. Corruptio Optimi eff 
Felina. Henty. 
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gaviour compares a Goſpel Miniſter to a man 


of his treaſures things new and old, Mat. xiii. 
(2. A Miniſter's furniture ſhould be 4 Trea- 
ure, and a Treaſure of things new & old. He 
is to declare all the Counſel of God, Act xx. 27. 


whole compaſs of their Duty, and mult Eee 
not hing back that may be profitable unto them, 
v. 20. But how unfit for ſo great a Work as 
this, is a raw, ignorant, unskilful Preacher, 
who needs himſelf to be inſtructed in many 
of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith? Suck 
2 Teacher will be 4 blind Leader of the blind, 
The man of God muſt be throughly furnifhed unto 
all good works, 2 Tim. iii 17 And therefore 


keep knowledge, & they ſhould ſeek the Law at hi 


Miniſter ſhould feel & experience in his own 
+ is heart the power and efficacy of the Truths 
which he Preaches to others, & recommend 
gers (| thoſe things to his Hearers, which he hath 


Our! found ben: ficiol io Himſelf, & then he is like 


I to be a Succe ſstul Preacher? tor © He that is 
the burning in his own breaſt, will iuflame others”, 


i et 3 The God Miniſter, that he may be furs 
; nihed with Knowlege will be very Studiouu. 
L087 The 
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that u an Hauſe holder, which bringeth forth aut 


To iaſt ruct the People of his Charge in the 


with a competent meaſure of uſefulKnowlege 
both Divine & Humane; The Prieſts lips ſhould 


mouth, Mal ii 7. And to Speculstive Knowlege 
that which is Experimental muſt be added: A 
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The Apoſtle's Charge to Timothy, in the 
cloſe of the Chapter which contains the Text, 
is this, Give attendance to Reading, to Exhorta- 
tion, to Doctrine: Meditate upon theſe things, 
give thy ſelf wholly to them, that thy profiring may 
appear to all, or in all things, as the Margin 
reads it. The Good Miniſter will not dare to 
offer unto God that which coft him nothi: g 
As beaten Oil j) was made ule of for the Light 
in the Tabernacle, ſo the Preparations of thoſe 
who are to light others to Heaven, ſhould be 
labaured,and (as we ſ:y) ſmell - f :he Lamp, 
Miniſters deal in M. ſteries; there are Myſte- 
ries of Godlineſs which they muſt ſearch into 
& endeavour to unfold ; M,. ſteries of Iniquity 
( the Wiles & Depths of Satan) which they 
are to detect & expoſe; and many perplex'd, 
intricate and knotty Caſes of Conſcience to be 
determin'd ;to the performance of all which, 
much painful Study, cloſe thinking, & ſerious 
Meditation are required- Hence Timothy, 
tho” furniſhed with Extraordinary & Super- 
natural Gifts, is exhorted by St. Paul, cloſely 
10 follow his Studies: How much more then 
ougbt thoſe Migifters to do ſo, who can only 
expect to acquire Knowlege by induſtry, di- 
ligent ſearch, & earneſt Prayer? Tis true in- 
deed, Much ſtudy is a wearineſs of the fleſh,Eccl. 


Xii 12. But this will not diſcourage the Good 


Exod. xxvii. 20. 


Miniſter 
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ti Ccr. 


Miniſter, who hid much rather wear ont by 
away in Sloth and lozineſs, 


ritual Aims in Undertaking the Cure of Souls, 
He does not engage in this Gre:t Work 
only 10 get his Living by his Calling, tho' it 
be a Scripture Canon, and moſt reaſonable & 
juſt in is ſelf, that He that Preacheth the Geſpel 


& more noble Ends "T's Love to Chrifi that 
makes him willing to undertake to feed his 
Sheep, and Love to Souls t at prevails with him 
to enter vpn a Service ſo very awful & ha- 
zardous, & in the faithful diſcharging whete- 
of he muſt expect to meet with a great deal 
of « fficulty, oppoſition & reproach; to be 
ma e the c mmon Mark at which wicked 
men will chiefly Aim, and always ſhoer their 
arrows, even bitter words || . SO that were it 
nt that he is earneſtly deſirous of bringing 
Gi-ry to God's Name by winning Souls to 


aſter, he could never ti ink cf eogaging in the 


(ſaid One * who was then but a Candidate for 
the Miniſtry, but af erward an Excellent 
Preacher, and great Ornament to the Church 
7 of God ) if 1 could foreſce that my Miniſtry 


——— . — 
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| would 
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tbe p4ins that he t kes in his Work, than ruſt 


4. The Good Minifter has Holy Views & Spi- 


ought to Live of the Goſpe! , But for higher 


Cirift, whoſe ſalvation & happineſs he thirſts 


work of the Minifry. I ſeriouſly Profe's it 
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would be wholly Unprofirable, and that I ſhould by 


no Iuſtrument of good to Souls, tho in other re- 


ffs I might get enough by it, | would rather beg 


my Bread from door to door, than undertake this 
Grear Work 5 1 

5 Faithfulneſs is another, and a main ſtroke 
in the Character of a Good Auimſter 

The 4p-ſtle Paul gave Timothy a great deal 
of good Advice concerning the mi:nagement 
of himſelf in his Office, & among other things 
e this purpoſe, he directs him abut Ordain. 
ing Per ſons that were io be Emploved in the 
work of the Miniſtry, charging him to take 
ſpecial care to commit that great Truſt 10 
men of approved Fidelity, 2 Tim. ii. 2. The 
things which thou haſt heard of me among many 
w1rneſſes,the ſame commit thou to Faithful men-. 
Minifters are Stewards, x Cor. iv. 1. Let 4 
man ſo account of us as of the miniſters of Chriſt, 
and Stewards of the myſteries of God: A preat 
Truſt is lodged in their hands, and therefore 
as it follows in the next verſe, It u required in 
Stewards that a man be found faithful. And 
this Character is given to Epaphras [| , and 
Tychicus t, both Miuifters, And the Apoſile 
Paul Thanks Chriſt Feſus, for that He counted 
him Faithful, putting him into the miniſtry, i Tim. 
1 12 If men in Poſts of Civil Truſt prove un- 
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the State, or particular Perſons, is often very 
conſiderable ; but unfaithful Miniſters hurt 
people in their ſpiritual Intereſts, which are as 
much more valuable than their Civil Rights, 


and Eternal things of greater importance & 
more deep Concernment than Temporal. 


And here I ſhall ſhew,Wherein 1fnifterial 
Faithfulneſs ought to Exprels it ſelf, Which 


Miniflers Work. 


Preaching the Word. 


part of a Miniſters Duty: Hence is that ſo- 
lemn Ad juration of the Apoſtle Paul ro his 


& the Dead at hu appearing and his Kingdom 3 
Preach the Word: Be initant in ſeaſon, out of 
ſeaſon ; Reprove, Rebute, Exvort with all long- 
ſuffering & doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. I, 2. Thoſe 


performing this Holy Service, mult make a 
Buſineſs of it, be inſtant in ſeaſon, & out of ſea- 
ſen; And they muſt Preach the Word, muſt 
Preach Chriſt, & not themſelves, the Goſpel, & 
not their own Notions, That which was the 


mons, will be _— the main Argument 


has 
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2x the Soul is more precious than the Body, 


will lead me to touch upon the Parts of a | 
(1) The Good Mini ter will be Faithful in 


This is a great & receſſary, yea, an eſſential 


Beloved Timothy, 1 Charge thee before God, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall Fudge the Quick 


that would approve themſelves to God in 


rreat Subject of all the Apoſtle Paal's Ser- 
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that the Faithful Miniſter will inſiſt upon, vir. 
Repentance towards God, & Faith towards our 
Lord Feſws Chriſt x. He will endeavour by 
way of Remembrance to ſtir up pure minds, and 
to revive the things which the People of his 
Charge have received & beard and been often 
inſtructed in © Preaching is not deſigu'd to 
teach us ſomething New in every Sermon, ſr me- 
thing that we knew nothing of be ore, but to 
pur us in Remembrance, to call to mind things 
forgotten. to affect our Paſſions, & engage 8 
fix our Reſolutions, that our Lives may be an- 
ſwerable to our Faith“. Preachers ſhould 
e ben ate of that veig affectation of finding 
ſomething new & firange in every Text, tho 
never ſo plain. It will not fo much fhew 
their Parts ( which ſuch men aim at ) as their 
Pride & wantonneſs of Wit “. 

| Miuiſters ought to uſe plainneſs of ſpeech in 
their Sermons, not affecting lofty Expreſſions 
new Phr:ſes, or the enticing words of mans wiſ- 
dom A fire flouriſh of Words, & flurts of 
Wit, are but ſorry En belliſhments of a Ser- 
mon, lo ways profitable, nor becoming a 
Preacher of the Goſpel, and will yield but 
liztle comfort upon a ſerious reflection. The 
Prophet is commanded to write the Viſion, & 
male it Plain, that he may run that reads it, Hab. 


ii, 2. Moft of our Hearers need Plain Diſcour- 


* Act. XX. 21. 
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ſes, & will receive li:tle benefis by any other 


'Twill be a ſhootiug over their Heads, to 


entertain them with Sermons filld with lofty 
Notions & curious Speculations, Such there- 
fore a Faithful Minifter will not pre pace for 
his People, how well ſoever he may be quaz 
lifed far iz. This were to feed them with 
Hut inftead of wholeſome Meat. A Sermon 
adorned wich the flowers of Rhetorick, and 
which only diſcovers the Profound Learning 
of che Pre icher, will ſignifie very liicle to a 
poor ignorant Hearer, who rather needs to 
be ſed with Milk, than ſtrong Meat. This 
were in effect to ſp*-ak to him in an unknown 
Tongue, for he under ſtands not what he hears; 
And yer, for what good reaſon I know not, 
ſome weik People ſeem to be greatly pleas d 


The Good Miniſter will therefore in Preach- 


ing the Word, faithfully endeavour to adapt his 


Ser mon to the Capacity & Circur:ſtances of bis 
People. He will labour fo to frame his Pub- 
lick Diſcourſes, as that the Ig norant may re⸗ 
ceive Iaſtruction, remembring that he is 4 
Dehtor to the Unwiſe, as well as to the Wife. 
So if any are leavened with Error, he will take 
care ta ſer them right; And to this parpoſe 
he will explain & prove in the cle ireſt and 
moſt convincing manner that ne can thoſe 
Truths, that they 18 ſnew how ground- 
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20 A SERMON. 
leſs and Unſcriptural their Opinions are: 
And he will have an Tye too, to thoſe who 
are Unſeiled and Wavering in Religion, and 
in the courſe of his Miniſtry, lay before them 
ſuch Conſiderations and Arguments drawn 
from the Word of God, as have a tendency 
to EFabliſb them in the Truth: To the Di. 
Preſſed Chriftian, from whom God hides hi 
Face, he will Preach Comfort; inſiſſ ing on the 
Promiſes of the Goſpel, and letting him ſee what 
a good Title he has to them, and how much 
tis his Duty to apply them to himſelf, and 
take Comfort in them. Thus muſt he declare 
all the Counſel of God, and keep nothing back that 
may be profitable to his Heaters, Be muft not 
bandle the Word of God deceitfully, 2 Cor, iv 2 


Finally, The Good Miniſter will be in Earneſt 
in his Preaching, will deliver his Sermons 


with Zeal, Life, and Affection, as one that 


believes himſelf the Truths which he would 
per ſwade others to believe. A cold Preacher 
will ſoon have a cold Auditory. Thus we 
have ſeen ſomeihing of 8 Miniſters Duiy 
with reference to Preaching the Word, & how 
he ought go manage this Part of his Work. 
(2) In Adminiſtring the Seals of the Corg- 
nant, which is another Part of a Miniſter's 
Work, Faithfulneſs is required, 
The Doors of the Church ſhould not be 
opened ſo wide as to let in the Prophane, nor 
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thut fo cloſe as to exclude thoſe that are 
ſober & of good Converſation. Every one 
that offers to come to the Holy Communi- 
on, is not to be received, at leaſt not ſud- 
dealy ; for ſomerimes thoſe who are very 
unfit, in ſe-ecal reſpects, to be Gueſts at the 
Table of the Lord, ſeek to be admitted to it, 
Miaifters are Chrift's Servants, and He hath 
appointed them to guard the Doors of his 
Church and they muſt be Futh/zl to their 


be loathe with the Wedding ar ment · Nor 
3s Baptiſm (the Initiating Sei) to be Ad- 
miniſtred to thoſe who are Adult, till they 
Profeſs their Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to 
Him. Such as are deſi;ons to have the be- 
nefi: of theſe Ordinances, ſh:n'd be duly Ex- 
mined, well inſtruded in the Nature, De- 
ſign & End of them, have ſuitable Counſels 
proper Directions given them; be warned 
of the Danger of attending them in a care- 
eſs unprepared manner. And in fine, They 
ould with much ſeriouſi.eis he Exhorted 
olive anſwerable to the Profeſſion they are 
Doing to make, and labour to ſhine before Q- 
bers, by an holy Walk and Goſpel Conver- 


* 


tion 


alſo a Work belonging to the Paſtoral 
Offics, 


truſt, and not knowingly ſoffer any to come 
to the Marriage Feaſt, who ſo not appear to 


(;) The Management of Church- Diſcipline; | 
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Paſs upon his Proceedings. 
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Office,and will give the Good Miniſter oppor: 
tunity to diſcover his Faithfulneſs. 2 


As Diſorderly Walker: are to be deal: with Du v 
in Private and Reprov'd for their Miſcarri- a Buſt 
ages; ſo when che Caſe requires it, in Pal. Ibility 
lic allo : Them that ſin Rebu ke before all, is an means 
Apoſtolick Canon +. And it after due 44 of hy | 
monition chey ſtill cemain Impenitent, andipleten 
refuſe to make a ſatisfactory AcknowlepefÞPP!y | 
ment of their fault, they are to be R. jected i) and 
as Perſons Urnmeet for Church Communion, for hin 
and not to be Reffered trill they give ſome el his 
good Evidence of the Repentance- 

Bit then, the Good Minſter will take car 
to manage chis unpleaſant part of his Work if 
as with Faithfulne/s, fo likewiſe with the ut 
moft Prudence and Impartiality, always ob 


11 in caſes of Scandal and Offence, & 
eeping cloſe to them, doing nothing bu 
what may be juftiftied at the Bar of Scripif 
ture, and then he is fafe, and may be eaſi 
whatever cenſu es diſaffected perſons ſha 


(4) And Leſtly ; Another Part of a Miu 
ſter's work, and in the performance where, 
Faithfulneſs is required, is to Inſpett the Flo 
Committed to by Charge. | 


1 2 Tim. v. 20, 5 1 iſe than 
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por. 


Viſiting our People is a great & neceſſary 
wick! Du v. This ſhould be done frequently, and 
arri. In Buſireſs made of it, and then in all proba- 
pa. bility it will turn to a good account. By this 
means a Miniſter will come to know the ſtate 
ag. Flock, more fully than otherwiſe he can 
aid pretend to, and will have opportunity to 
lege apply himſelf to every one more particular. 
% Wy 2nd cloſely than it may be convenient 
nion Nor. him to do in Public. If there be any un- 
ſome er his Charge that are infected with Er- 
tor, that walk diſorderly, that live in the 
neglect of Family Prayer, God's Public Worſhip, 
and the Sacraments ; Or, if any be groſly Ig- 
want, Tempted, Melancholy, or in Deſparring 
ircumſtances; he may in the Courſe of his 
iſeting find them out, and Reprove, Rebuke, 
Exhort, Counſel, Inſtruct & Comfort them 
s there ſhall be occaſion, In a word, Such 
o great are the Advantages that may be 
eaſonably expected from a Miniſter's Viſita 
1 bis Charge, and ſo probable a proſpect is 
here of his benefitting his People not a lit- 
le this way, that it is hard to underſtand 
ow any Minifter can think himſelf Safe, & 
bat he duly diſcharges his Duty towards 
he ſe under his Care, who lives in the neg- 
ect ot it, and rarely ſees his People other- 
Wiſe than in the Pulpit. 
Ving But 
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But among others in the Flock, the Sick 
ſhould have a more peculiar notice taken of 
them. When perſons apprehend themſelves 
to be upon the borders of an Eternal World, 
they are thoughtful & ſe:1ous, it they were 
never ſo before; and then Paſtoral Viſits will 
be more eſpecially Seaſonable, and uſually 
are very welcome. And in performing this 
part of his work alſo, it is required of a Mi- 
niſter that he be found faithful, Indeed, we 
who are ſo often cal'ed to attend Sick Beds, 
are under great Tempration, when we ſec 
Dying Perſons in diftreſs, to forbear ſpeak- 
ing what may agg ravate their trouble, tho 
neceſſary for them to hear; Vet we muſt 
beware of ſowing pillows under the Arms of 
the Sick & Dying, and healing their Wounds 
Nightly, left we thereby ruin their Souls, 
and become guilty ot their Blood, Not that 
perſons in ſich Circumſtances ſhould be 
dealt with in a rigorous manner; No, let 
them be treated with a great deal of tender- 
reis & compaſſion, but at the ſame time let 
nothing be cffer'd that may cauſe them to 
think their Condition better than really it 
js, becauſe this may prove of fatal Conſe 
quence, Thus have I ſhewn in ſeveral par 


ticulars,wherein Miniſterial Faithfulneſs ought 
to expreſs it ſelf, and ſodiſpatch'd the Fifi 
Head. I now goon to ſay in the 3 

| 6. ace 
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6. Place, The Good Miniſter muſt be a man 
of Courage. „ 

In doing his Duty, he will fear the face of 
no Man, nor ſhould he. Hear what God 
ſich to the Prophet; Thou therefore gird up thy 
loins, and ariſe, and ſpeak unto them all that I 
Command thee : Be not diſmayed at their faces, 
leſt 1 confound thee before them, ler i. 17. Mi- 
niſters are in Scripture ſtiled Soldiers; the 
Apoſtle Paul calls Archippzs his Fellom- ſoldier, 
Epiſt, to Philemon, v. 2. Now tis eſſential to 
a good Soldiei that he be Couragious. Mini- 
fers have the aſſaulted Truths of Religion 
to defend, the Malice & Rage of Satan & 
wicked Men to encounter with, & bear the 
brunt of; and are the Timorous and faint- 
hearted fit for ſuch Service? The Miniſter 
deſtitute of Courage, will be apt to be partial, 
and ready to baulk his Duty when he is ap- 
prehenſive that he ſhall incur the diſplea- 
ſure of others by doing it: Whereas he that 
s inſpired with a Principle of true Chriſtian 
Courage, and ſuch a fortitude of ſpirit as be- 
comes his Poſt, will venture to diſpleaſe men 


for their good, knowing it to be far better ta 


looſe the ſmiles than theSouls of his People. 


7. Another ſtroke in the Character of a 
Good Miniſter is Prudence. 

It was our Saviour's Counſel to his Diſcie 
ples, when ſending them forth to Preach the 

2 Ee Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, Be ye wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs a figiou: 
Doves, Mat x.16. Prudence is a very neceſſary IV 7 
Qualification in a Good Min ſter, and when Nonabl. 
tis join'd with Courage, tHe: e's a Proſpelt of Iyhat 
that Perſon's being greatly Serviceable to nike t 
the Intereſt of Religion & the Sovls of men, Miniſt 
1 have not time now to enumerate the feve. i ope t. 
ral things about which a Minifter ſhould ex- fen « 
erciſe his Prudence; It ſhall ſi ffice to ſay in Narneff 
General, that Prudence will direct him to ma · Nor him 
nage all the Parts and Duties of his Office In l 
in the moſt cautious, wary and unexceptio. IA FC 
nable manner that he can, and not be Un, I 1; 
faithful, or betray his Truft. the hn 


| 8. The Good Miniſter Will be very Prayerful. 30. Non 


Thoſe who are in the Miniſtry ſhould a. Te. C 
bo ve all Men abound in the Duty of Prayer; Nat you 
See what their Reſolution was, & no doubt (God fo 
they practiſed accordingly, Act. vi. 4, Bu” , : 
we will give our ſelves continually to Prayer, and mrſe, a 
to the Miniſtry of the Word, We want Mi- was 
nifterial Gifts, and Minifterial Graces ; we Ir Him 
need Direction, Encouragement & Aſſiſtance Ne did 1 
in our Work, or it will never proſper in our 9. An 
hands; all which we muſt humbly & ear- ſjrely de 
 1eftly ask of God, and *twill be pleaſing to is Labc 
Him if we do it. In this way Minifters Pod all 
thould often carry their Own Caſes, and the em. 
Caſes of their Flocks betore the Lord, be ſeech- Preach 
ing Him to make al) their People truly Re · och as t 
ligious, | 
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ft as ligious, and Themſelves able Miniſters of the 

Tary ¶ New Te ffament: Nor can thoſe Miniſters rea- 5 
ben Nſonably expect to be accepted of God in 

& of what they do in their Office, who do not 

e to Inake this their frequent Praftice. © That 
nen. EMiniſter that is not ferveat in Prayer, cannot 
eve. i ope to be Succeſsful in Preaching ”. How 
1 ex- Pften did the Apoſtle Paul (and with what 
in ſe:rneftneſs ) beſpeak the Prayers of Other: 
or himſelf ? Eph. vi. 18, 19. Praying always 
pith all Prayer, -- and Supplication for all Saints; 
nd FOR ME, that Utterance may be given 
ito Me, that I may open my mouth boldly, ts 
ale known the Myſtery of the Goſpel. Rom. xv. 
30. Now 1 beſeech you, Brethren, for the Lord 
d ac Wieſe Chriſt's ſale, and for the love of the Spirit, 
bat you ſtrive together with me, in your Prayers 
(God for me. And 2The ſiii. 1. Bret hren, Pray 
r an, that the Word of the Lord may have free 
urſe, and be glorified ., And ſurely, when 
Mij- Wt was ſo importunate with Others to Pray 
: we or Him, and for a Bleſſing upon his Labours, 
ance Nie did not forget to Pray for Himſelf. 


n our 9. And Laſtly, The Good Miniſter will in- 
Ear- rely depend on the Divine Bleſſing to make 
's Labours effeAual, and be careful to give 
od all the Glory of the Succeſs he has in 

em, 
Preachers may compoſe Excellent Sermons 
och as to Matter & 12 & Deliver them 
* 2 in 
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In the beft manner, and yet after all they 
will have no effect, will be but x water Bil 
upon the Ground, or ſeed ſown on a Rock, if God 
do not accompany them to the Hearers 
beart with his Bleſſing. 
Miniſter is abundantly ſenſible of; and there: 
fore, as he looks up to God for Aſiiftance 
in his Work, ſo when he is Succeſful in it, he 
takes none of the Praiſe of it to Himſelf, but 
attributes all to God, looking upon himſelf 
onlyas an unworthy inft rument in His hand, 
that He is pleaſed to make uſe of in Eſpou- 
fing Souls to Chriſt. The Apofile Paul is an 
Eminent Pattern to Minifters in this reſpe& 
Las in all others) who ſpeaking of his Iabou- 
ring mire abundantly than the reft of the 4- 
piſtles, i Cor. xv. 10. immediately adds in the 
Lo Ver ſe, Let not I, but the Grace of God which 
was with me. So Chap. iii. v. 5, 6. Who then i 
Paul, and who is Apollos, bat Miniſters by whom 
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man ! 
I beve planted, Apollos watered : but God gave 
the increaſe. The moſt accompliſh'd Mini- 
ſters are nothing, & can do nothing of them- 
ſelves, and the Good Miniſter is always moft 
ready to acknowledge this concerning him- 
ſelt; And therefore when God is pleaſed at 
any time to bleſs his Labours & make them 
| Succel:ful,he is free to aſcribe all the Praiſe 
of it to Him unto whom alone it juſtly be. 
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Thus I have touch'd upon ſome of the 
main Strokes in the Char act er of a good Miniſter, 
but am very ſenſible that the Draught is far 
from being compleat, y et as it is, I hope it 
may be uſeful, eſpecially to the / orthy Perſon 
whoſe Ordination is before us, to put bim in 
Remembrance of his Duty, and to quicken him 
to the Practice of it, ( which as I take it) is 
the Buſineſs of An Ordination Sermon; and 
there tore for H ſale more peculiarly it is 
(you may be ſure) that I have inſiſted on 
the preſent Argument, and not to Inſtruct 
my Fathers or Brethrex in the Miniftry, who 
already know their Duty far better than I 
can tell it them, 9 55 I 


All that now remains is the Improvement, 
which I ſhall diſpatch as briefly as I can. 


I. Hence we ſee, that when Good Mini ſt ers 
are [ent among a People, a Great Bleſſing is be- 
fowed upon them, which they ſhould highly Prize, 
and for which they ſhould be very Ti aukful. 

The Good Miniſter will naturally Care for his 
Flock, as the Apoſtle Paul tells the Philippians 
Ti mot by would for them, Chapt. ii. 20 For J 


- have no man like minded, who will naturally care 


for your State: He will Preach the Word 
faithfully, watch over his Charge carefully, 
and be an Example of the Helievers, in word, in 
bonver ſation, in charity, in firit, in faith, in pu- 
. rit y- 
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rity &. He will bear wich the infirmities of 


the weak, be gentle ante all men, apt to teach, 


patient, in mec kueß inſtruct ing thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves || . In a word, He will become all 
things to all men that he may gain the more to 
Chriſt: Happy is that People who have ſuch 
Shepherds ſet over them, and that know how 
to prize them according to their Worth. 


On the contrary, how deplorable is the 
Caſe of thoſe whoſe Spiritual Leaders cauſe 
them to Err, and who by their Example teach 
them to deſpiſe their Doctrine, and harden 
them in their Sins! Tis an heavy Judgment 
upon a People to have Ungodly Miniſters 
ſet over them, who mind the Fleece more 
than the Flock . and concerning whom 
God ſays, They ſhall not profit them at all, But 
faithful & painful Preachers are great Bleſ- 
lings, rich Gifts of our Aſcended Saviour to 
his Church, and ſhould be ſo eſteemed by all 
that are ſo happy as to enjoy them. Hence 
a People in the Choice of a Miniſter ought to 
— — — — 
* r Tim. iv 12. || 2 Tim. ii. 24,25. + Sir Richard 
Zlackmere tells us, That once in Converſation, he 
asked a Clergy man, who expreſt & pleaded for A- 
cheiſtical and Unchriſtian Nortious, how he, who 
had eſpouſed ſuch Principles, could continue to 
officiate as a Preacher and Paſtor to a Chriſtian 
Church ? His Anſwer was, that he did it to get his 
Living. that he was breught up in that way for 
his Maintenance. es 
N hays 
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of have a ſpeci?! regard to the foremention'd 


ich, Qu l fi atio s, and to fix upon a Perſon, con- 


2 4 cecuing whom there is great rea ſon to hope 
that he undertakes the Paſtoraſ Office with 
to pure and ſpiritual Aims, and will labour to 
ich Napprove himſelf therein co God, and the 
ow | Conſcience; of his People. = 


II. From what has been ſaid, We that are 


the N Preachers of the Goſpel, may take occaſion to 
zuſe Al our ſelves, Whither in diſcharging the 
ach Duties belonging to our Offi e, we have 
den Ned our ſelves Good Miniſters of Feſus 
ent BCi:ff 2 | 


ters | Can our own Conſcience: witneſs for Us, 


ore that we have faichfully done our Duty ? Can 
om four People witneſs for us, that we have care- 
But fully watched over Them, and taught them 
leſ. om hou /e to houſe, as well as in the Pulpit 2 
That we have been ſerviceabſe to their Souls, 
and that they have receivea be eñt by our 
Labours among them, and the good Exam- 
p'e we have ſet before them; or if they have 
not, that the fault is their Omn, not Oars ? Or, 


ſpeak the truth, that we have greatly neg- 

Jetted our Duty towards them, both in Pub- 

ic & Private? We ſhould all labour to avoid 

ſuch a Charge, by carefully applying our 

kives ro the Work we have undertaken, & 

laichfully endeavouring to fulfil the — 
__ 


m the other hand, muſt they ſay, if they 
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which we have received in the Lord, If we tal 
heed to our ſelves,& to our Doctrine, & continue 
in them ||, we ſhall not after we have preac bed 
to others, be caſt- aways our ſelves T. Tho 
our faithful endeavours to ſave Souls from 
periſhing eternally,ſhould after all in a great 
meaſure be in vain, and but few of our People 
be gathered, yet ſhall we be glorious in the eyes of 
the Lord *; And in the Reſurrection World 
our Joy will te cowpleat & full, and we ſhal 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament, 1 as 
the Stars for ever & ever 


III. What has been letiverl may be of 
uſe ro put thoſe in xemt mbrance who are En- 
tring into the Miniſtry, what is the great thing 
they ſhould aim at in fach a Weighty Un- 
Certaking 3 Namely, To approve them- 
ſelves Good Miniſters of Feſus Chriſt. 


And this Word, Dear Sr. comes near to 
your Self, who are upon the point of ſtepping 
into a very ſolemn Relation, & undertaking 
an Office which is ful both of Duty & Dan- 

er. You are pteſently to take the charge 
of this Flock ot Chriſt, to feed & watch over 
It, and muſt hereafter give an Account of: 
| the Sculs committed to your Care. In the 
Diſcourſe now made upon this great Occaſi- 
on, the Character & Duty of a Good Miniſte 


Tim. iv. 16 f 1Cor;ix. 27. * Iſa. xlix. 5. Dan. ha 1 
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have in ſome meaſure been ſet before You, 
for your Excitation & Imitation. It may well 
be ſurpriZzing to you, & fill you with awful 
Concern to thirk how great the Work is 
that you are going to Engage in, and what 
Difficulties & Temptations attend it ; but 
you muſt look npon the Bright as well as 
the Dark ſide of things, and remember what: 
a glorious Reward ſhal] be given to Faithful 
& Good Miniſters in another World, among 
the number of which, we hope, you will be 
found at the Great Day; In the mean time 
you ſhould often refreſh your Self with that 
Promiſe of our Saviour, Lo, I am with you al- 
way, even unto the End of the world || , Which 
Promite, ſo full of Encouragement & Com⸗ 
forc, extends to Goſpe] Miniſters in all ages, 
Therefore Thank God for it, & take Courage. 
Chriſt will not Igave His Minifiers to do the 
Work alone which he calls them to, for Fe 
knows that without Him they can do not hing. 
Be will,if you are fai hſul in your Office, and 
approve your ſelf a Good Miniſter, be with 
you to Direct, Encourage and à ſſiſt you in 
the great Work you are Undertaking ; And 
it He be be with you, and for ycu, who can 
be againſt you? Minifiers are Labourers to- 
rether with God |, and 'tis ſweet Working 
with Him. May God fill you with his Holy 
"SORES 1 ——_ . —uyͤ—ũ—p ——_— | — ah — 


Spirit 
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Spirit, and beſtow Mis iſterial Gifts & Graces N your 
upon you in a rich abundance ; May you be whon 
very Succeſeful in your Miniſtry, and have Sept 
many Seals of it; And in 2 word, May you be ſand w 
faithful unto Death, and at laſt be rewarded thc k 
with a Crown of Life, Wit, tha 


IV. And Laftly, What we have heard, N***" 
ſhould put the People as well as Miniſſ ers upon have. | 
ſerioully conficering Their Duty, and excite charge 
them to the faichful Practice of it. your | 

It appears from what has been ſaid. that bable tt 
there is a great deal requir'd of a Paſtor in under 
reſpect to his Flack; and the People of our . 4 
Charge juſtly expect that we taithfully per- Tech 
form it ell ʒtbat we ſhould Watch over them I 5 
with great Care & Diligence, and in all the any the 
Parts and Dut'es of our Office approve our juineſs 
ſelves Good Miniſters of Feſus Chriſt, But is Sl ves ? 
the:e nothing required of Thew with rela- lar Ob 
tion to Vs ? Cercain it is, that Miniſters and I: SUCCs 
People ought to be Mutual Helpers one of mat yo 
another, *Tis the Peoples Duty to Efe CP! 
their Miniſters very highly in Love for their Pars. 8 
Works ſake, to Pray for them, and as much as" R 
they can to Aſiſt them in that Difficult Ser- reache 
vice, which they engage in for the benefit ne 
of Others more than for their own private Nay ! 
Advantage. een, if 
And thu Word comes near to You of thu ors, If 
Church & Congregation, You are about to put [aCNin 


y our! 
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xces ¶ your ſelves under the Watch & Care of One 
1be hom you all hope will prove a faithful 
ave Sieherd, and good Miniſter of Feſus Cbriſt; 
u be and we cruſt you will not be deceived; And 
-ded that He may be ſo indeed, You muſt ſee to 
Ii, that You be not wanting in your Duty to- 
pards Him * Tis a great Truſt that you 
have. to commit into His hands, Not the 
charge of your worldly Subftance, but of 
jour Immortal Souls; and 'tis highly pro- 
hable chat many of you will Live and Die 
under his Miniſtry; So that what future Ad- 
unt ages you may have by hearing the Word 
preached, you are chiefly to expect them 
from His Labours among You, Are there 
ny then, ſo nearly concerned, as to his faith 
fulneſs & Succeſs in his Work as You your 
ves? You are therefore under very peeu- 
ar Obligations t) Pray for him. If he ſhall 
je Succeſsful in his Miniftry, this will imply 

that you are obedient to his Metlage,& how 
happy for You will that be! But if his La- 
hours among you are in Vain, this ſuppoſes 
our Rejection of the Goſpel which He 
reaches to You, and then what a ſad Ac- 
aint will you have to give in the Great 
Nay ! How much better would it have 
een, if You had never ſeen Hs face, nor He, 
furt, if You are not profited at all by His 
teaching among Nou. MR 
Fa There. 
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Therefore, Brethren, Pray for Him. Pray ſucl 
that when he comes to take the Overfight of ye 
you, he may not find you ſuch as he would not, I ther 
aud that he may not be found unto you ſuch 4s you th ei 
wou d not; that there may not be debates, envyings, fry 

wraihs, ſtrifes, bac łbitings, ſwellings, tumults; and & 111 
that God may not humble him among you +, His 
on the account of any, who tho? guilty of | 


great Sins, ſhall yet remain impenitent But! . 4 
as Paul the Aged ſaid concerning Young I- vidir 
mot hy, See that be may be with you without fear ||; Zn 


wichout the proſpett or fear of any of thele '*s * 
things. = 

And then, Will you not readily 4/;f him A. 
in his Work in all other ways wherein you are ſhall « 
capable of doing it? If at any time you per. —— 
eeive him to be under Diſcou agement, be · ," 
Eauſe he fees not that fruit of his Labours a- e 
mong you which he expected & hop'd for, N at X. 
will you not do all you can to ſtrengthen us,“ 1 
His hands, and animate him in his Work } 
Will not ſome of Tou, at leaſt, (and why not.. Neig 
:) ſay to Him as Shechaniah did to Ezra © Toy 


Ariſe 1, for this matter belongeth unte thee ; Wil © ſeduc 
- i: 44 (c 
FE nin be with thee , Be of good courage . al ( = 


# Me will be with you, to Aſi ycu ta 
tho utmoſt of our power in your Work, an 

to Help you as well as we can in carry ing it 
— — — — mgm -= "at G 


12 Cor, xii. 20% 1. i Bop xviito, * Era , 4 J lic ig 


on, 
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6n, Oh! What new Life & 8 — would 
ſuch an Aſſurance trom a People inſpire their 
Miniſters withal, and how would it engage 
them to exert rhemſelves in the Service of 
their Souls? And ſach Helpers of your Mini- 
ſter, we hope You of this Church & Congregation 
will be, when He ſhall have received You for 
His peculiar Charge . F 
And now, Bleſſed be the Lord who is pro- 
viding reſt for His People in thy Place, and 
giving them the pleafing Proſpect of obtain- 
ing a Peaceab'e & Happy Settlement in His 
Houle again. | - 
May this Church be a Church that CHRIST 
ſhall take pleaſure in; and may the Worſhip 


— ——. —— — 
＋ Dr. Calamy, in the Account he gives of the 
Advantageous Circumſtances which promoted the 
Succeſs of Mr. Baxter's Miniſtry among his People 
at Kederminfter (which was Extraordinary ) tells 
us, © That he was much afiſted by the Zeal and 
„Diligence of the Godly People among whom he 
© liv'd, who thirſted after the Salvation of their 
* Neighbours ; and being difpeiled thro' the 
Town, were ready in all Companies, to ſuppreſs 
 ſeducing words, and to juſtify Godlinefs, and to 
© Convince, Reprove & Exhort, as there was Oe— 
© cafion . And happy is that Miniſter who has a 


— 9 


Number of ſuch well-diſpoſed Chiiſtians in his 


Flock, aud who will thus ſtrengthen his Hands, & 
% him in his Work. *Tis not eafie to imagine 
what Great Service they may in all probability do 
him in diſcharging the Duties of his Office. of 


3$ A SERMON 


of God be zealoufly Upheld, and Goſpel 
Ordinances purely and powerfully Admini- 
fired Here for à long time to come. May He 
that walks in the midſt of the Golden Candle. 
ſticks, and holds the S ars in His right hand, al- 
ways be {een walking Here; And May the 
ſame Almighty Hand that in the days of 


Your former Paſtor *, laid the Foundation of | 


a Church among You, Build thereon and carry 
on the Building, till the Top ſtone be brought 
11 with Shout ings, crying Grace, Grace unto 
11 . | 8 
May this Congreoation, and all the Congre- 
gations in the / own f, flouriſh greatly, and 
pure and undefiled Religion always Viſibly ap- 
pear in the Converſacions & Lives of all be- 
longing to them; May they dwell together in 
Unity, and enjoy avundance of Peacł. 


May He, whom you are now Expecting 
will tale the Charge of your Souls, at the Hands 
of Chriſt, be a Good Miniſter and Faithful 
Shepherd; May he be a burning and ſhining 
Light in tha Candleftick ; And may You and 
Your Caildren alter you long rejoice in Hu 
Light. EO 

May thoſe who are till in an Uzconverted 
State, now be Savingly wrought upon, and 
elfectually Perſwaded to believe & obey the 


— 


4 The Rev Mr. Ruſſel.¶ Zee. iv. 7. + Which are Three. 
f GSoſpel, 


A an Ordination. 39 
Goſpel, which God is ſending His Servant to 
Preach to them; May they no longer reje& 
an offer'd Saviour, nor neglect the things be- 
longing to their Peace, left they ſhould be for ever 
„al- 4 from their Eyes. . 


1 May thoſe who are already Converted, be 5 
nas cer de e ee 
carry 7 in Grace, and a meetneſs for Heaven. 


phe | My choſe that are Young begin with God, 
unto and Conſecrate the prime & flower of their 
days to the Service of their Great Creator: 
zgre- May they Remember Him in their Early days, 
and and Seek the Ringdom of God and bis Fig hteouſ- 
ap- % in the firſt place; And having begun well, 
be- may they perſevere in well. doing to the 
er in lend, be faithful unto Death, and receive a 
Cron of Life. — 
And May thoſe who are far ad vanred in 


bing Years, bring forth fruit in Old Age, to ſhew that 
* the Lord is upright ; May they finith well, die 


in Chriſt, and be gathered to their Fathers 

in peace. This is the Mercy, theſe the 

7 Bleflings which we wiſh for yen all out of the 
Bone of the Lord our God this Day. 


ted Finally; May God's Mord run and be Gloria | 
and Ned every where; May Grace and Mercy bs 
the £ Multiplied unto You, and Peace be on all the I- * 

—— Ye! of God, and the whole Earth filled with Hy 

bree. EGlory ; And let all the People ſay, AMEN. 


FINIS. 
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